
Excel Automation examples

07 Find Empty Cells in a Range 

Purpose 
Automatically find empty cells in a specified cell range and generate an alert. 
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Workflow 
In this example we read cell values in the ranges C3:M15 and C22:M34 on the PK worksheet in the file data/Animal 
Safety Study.xlsx and check for empty cells. 

Before reading any data we make a copy of the input file in the job directory. The original input file is shared by all users of 
the exercise: creating a copy helps ensure it is not accidentally modified if you later decide to use a writer component on 
it.  

Using the Cell Range Reader component, we read from our copy of the file and extract the values from ranges C3:M15 
and C22:M34 on the PK worksheet. We send the cell contents into Pipeline Pilot as data records with the property 
“value”. Using a PilotScript filter component we check for blanks (value is defined and isNumber(value)) and 
generate an alert table in a web browser window. 

There are three blanks: in cells M4, H23, M24. 
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Results 
Here is the result of the protocol. 
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